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MISSION STATEMENT
The Garden City School District seeks to create an environment for 
learning which enables each student the opportunity to grow as 
an individual as well as a group member while striving to achieve 

the optimal level of academic, social and personal success.
Students will thrive in a learning environment that is 

developmentally appropriate, individualized and challenging.
Our goal and responsibility is to help each student develop an 
enthusiasm for learning, a respect for self and others, and the 
skills to become a creative independent thinker and problem 

solver.   



Vision
Inspiring and Challenging our Students to Accomplish Their Personal Best

Students will:
Foster a curiosity for learning.

Engage in productive cognitive struggle.
Find their individual passions, creativity, and strengths.

Grow increasingly self-confident.
Develop appreciation for multiple disciplines and the larger world.

Collaborate, communicate, and adapt.
Build respectful relationships.



Tonight’s Agenda
● Standards and Instructional Outcomes

               How do our curriculum resources align with NYS Standards?

● Connections Across the Curriculum

     How do we strengthen critical thinking skills over time?

● A Look Inside the Classroom

     How are our children engaged in their literacy journey?

● Helping Your Child at Home

    How can I continue the conversation at home?



What are the ELA Next Generation Learning Standards?

● Educational goals for all New York State students 
from Pre-K-12 in ELA and Math

● Recently revised to ensure they are appropriate for 
students’ grade levels and reflect what students 
should know and be able to do

● Defined as the knowledge, skills, and understanding 
that learners can habitually demonstrate over time 
when provided with high-quality learning experiences

● All learners can achieve high standards of academic 
performance 



What are the Key Parts of Learning?
Standards

What do we need to 
learn?

Curriculum
What are we learning?

Instruction
How are we learning?

Assessment
What have we learned?

What should we do next?

Standards are:

● Goals for the NYS 
students

● The learning 
intended to be 
accomplished by the 
end of a specific  
school year.

Curriculum is:

● The content, 
concepts, and 
skills students will 
learn to enable 
them to meet the 
standards

● Determined by 
individual school 
districts

Instruction is:

● The approaches 
and strategies an 
educator chooses 
to teach the 
curriculum

● Based on the 
needs of the 
students

● Determined locally

Assessment:

● Are processes 
used to learn 
about student 
progress

● Guide and inform 
teaching

● Are determined  by 
local districts 
and/or teachers, 
as well as New 
York State



Lifelong Practices of Readers and Writers
● Incorporated into the 

standards to reflect the 
changing expectations for 
for what it means to be 
literate in today’s world.  

● Exemplify important 
reading and writing 
practices that should 
begin in the early grades 
and continue through high 
school and life.  

● Used in conjunction with 
the grade-level learning 
standards and are part of 
classroom instruction. 



Standards at a Glance



A Common Theme Across Grade Levels

You will notice common ideas and critical thinking skills across the grade levels.  While the concept may 
be similar, the children’s understanding will deepen as their critical thinking skills are strengthened.

K/1-How did Jeremy act like a friend?  How did that make Antonio feel?

2/3-How has Jeremy changed in the story?  What caused him to change?

4/5- What is the theme of the the story?  How do Jeremy’s actions affect Antonio?



A Common Theme Across Grade Levels



Literacy Booklet
Linked within our K-5 Reading and Word Study Curriculum Guides is 
Garden City’s Comprehensive Approach to Literacy Booklet.

● Core Principles of Reading and Writing 
Instruction, including Decoding and 
Comprehension

● Critical Attributes of Effective Literacy 
Classrooms

● Essential Components of Reading and 
Writing Instruction

● Assessments

Within each section additional explanations and photos 
illustrate such topics such as the structure of a daily 
lesson, small group instruction, classroom talk, partner 
work, book clubs, and rubrics.

Here you will find information on:  

Within each section additional explanations and photos 
illustrate such topics such as the structure of a daily 
lesson, small group instruction, classroom talk, partner 
work, book clubs, and rubrics.



Supporting All Learners
Some of our students may need additional support in literacy instruction.  Best practices such as 
differentiation, scaffolding and small group instruction are some examples of how we can ensure 
high expectations and an attainable level of success for all our students.

Supports for Students in Special Education
● Direct, cumulative and systematic instruction to 

accelerate achievement
● Inspiring ideas for writing through the use of 

visual supports
● Decodable and leveled texts with visuals
● Wordless picture books for inference practice
● Conversation starters for Turn and Talk activities
● Sentence stems for stopping and jotting
● Mini reference charts for reading lessons and 

decoding
● Enhance student learning and teacher directed 

instruction through the use of assistive technology

Scaffolding Theme Lesson

Fundations Sound Reference Chart 



Supporting All Learners
Supports for English Language Learners

● Sentence frames and prompts

● Building background knowledge on unfamiliar 
topics

● Increased opportunities for talking

● Models with visuals and examples

● Total Physical Response

● Leverage students’ culture and backgrounds

● Vocabulary development and acquisition 

● Portable sight word and themed vocabulary 
word walls

Discussion StartersWord Study Resources



A Closer Look: Inside The Classroom
Book Shopping Student Work

                              
             

Student Work

                                               
Weekly Newsletter



How Can I Help My Child At Home?
Talking With Your Child’s Teacher 

About Their Reading

What was the author’s central message 
in this book?

How were the children engaged in 
discussion after you read the book?

What additional reading or writing 
activities were used?

Why is this book helpful in teaching this 
concept?



Where Can I Find More Information On Each Unit?

Padlets in grades 2-5 give an overview of each reading unit in practice.  They provide parents 
with the overarching goals of the unit, helpful tips for assisting your child at home, and 
resources you can use to incorporate common language to enhance the home school 
connection.

https://padlet.com/moscatom/lmapxskg8ztr0t2


Where Is This Information Posted?

Direct Link to Website
https://sites.google.com/gardencity.k12.ny.us/gardencitycurriculumresources/home

Links from GC Schools 
Website 

(Click image below for instructions.)

Tutorial Video for
 GC Website Access

https://sites.google.com/gardencity.k12.ny.us/gardencitycurriculumresources/home
https://sites.google.com/gardencity.k12.ny.us/gardencitycurriculumresources/home
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1sJpq0rMgusFVARKhqlPlTRkUG5ZdqT-Bv_cOJElcm6Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/gardencity.k12.ny.us/gardencitycurriculumresources/home
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BWtb2vBsPMKhvYj5cGemw-koiG1ePk8a/preview


Questions 
and 

Comments


